


The impacts of war
The children and families of Ukraine have now endured 
six months of devastation and displacement. Nearly 1,000 
children have been killed or injured, with the use of explosive 
weapons causing most of the child casualties.  Children are 
caught in the crossfire of ongoing hostilities, while schools, 
hospitals and other civilian infrastructure on which they 
depend continue to be damaged or destroyed. Nearly 18 
million people  are in need of humanitarian assistance, 3 
million of whom are children.  

Nearly two thirds of Ukraine’s children have been displaced 
by fighting – almost two out of every three children – either 
inside Ukraine or to neighboring countries and beyond. Today, 
6.9 million refugees are still living across Europe. Intense 
fighting, airstrikes and hostilities continue in the east and 
south of Ukraine; in the east, humanitarian conditions for 
children are increasingly desperate and humanitarian access 
remains an ongoing challenge. 

Once again, as in all wars, 
the reckless decisions of 
adults are putting children 
at extreme risk. There are 
no armed operations of 
this kind that do not result 
in children being harmed.”

Catherine Russell
UNICEF Executive Director

THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT
UNICEF is responding in Ukraine and 13 refugee response countries

“
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The destruction caused by this war cannot be overstated

972 CHILDREN 
killed or injured 

6.9 MILLION
refugees remain in
neighbouring countries

2,300
education facilities attacked, 280 destroyed

7 MILLION 
internally displaced

At least 473 
health facilities attacked

17.7 MILLION 
people in need across 
Ukraine

5.8 MILLION
border crossings from
Ukraine since February
24 2022



The destruction caused by this war cannot be 
overstated. Over 13.9 million Ukrainians have been 
displaced from their homes. At least 473 attacks have 
impacted health care facilities in Ukraine. Six months 
of conflict has wrought significant damage to critical 
water infrastructure, and with limited access to clean 
water, children face higher risk of water-borne disease, 
raising health concerns. Damage to 286 schools has led 
to disruption of education and learning; a recent needs 
assessment found that one out of ten of Ukraine’s 
schools and learning facilities are not available for 
education as they are being used to shelter internally 
displaced people or for other purposes.

The war has caused enormous mental distress, 
particularly for children who have witnessed family and 
friends killed and injured, and their homes, schools 
and neighbourhoods destroyed. Six months into the 
conflict, children continue to cope with the fear, anxiety 
and grief associated with the loss of loved ones, 
separation from family, forced displacement from their 
homes, isolation, and the complete upheaval of their 
childhood. Women and children face a higher risk of 
gender-based violence when sheltering at home, on 
the move or seeking asylum.

As  the  conflict  and  displacement  continues and 
the winter months approach, children and families 
will be living through one of the harshest winters on 
record. Over 600,000 households are currently without 
electricity, 200,000 without gas, and many cities are 
without running water. It is essential that we remain 
flexible and able to pivot to meet the most urgent 
needs of the populations we serve.

UNICEF has been working with our partners in Ukraine 
since 1997, and supporting the humanitarian response 
in eastern Ukraine since 2014. To meet the immediate 
humanitarian needs of children and families, we have 
expanded our presence on the ground to 10 locations 
across the country. The complexity and diversity of this 
crisis has required a multi-faceted, context-specific 
approach focused on delivering lifesaving humanitarian 
services, strengthening systems and integrating 
humanitarian and development interventions. 

Leveraging strategic partnerships with line ministries, 
we work with 92 government and civil society partners 
to deliver at scale and reach as many children and 
families as possible. In 13 refugee response countries, 
UNICEF is strategically engaging with national 
governments to strengthen systems, influence policies 
and scale up access to services, protection and social 
assistance for Ukrainian children, their families and 
host communities. To date, 24 partnerships have been 
established along with a regional agreement with 
Eurocities to support city-level exchanges in refugee-
hosting countries. 

Every one of Ukraine’s children are 
distressed. I wouldn’t say that 10 
percent or 50 percent of them are OK — 
everyone is experiencing it, and it takes 
years to heal.”

Murat Sahin, UNICEF Ukraine Representative
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Thanks to your generous, timely and flexible 
support, we were able to rapidly scale up our 
response against the backdrop of complex policy 
environments, access issues and ongoing security 
concerns.

We stand with the children of Ukraine and will 
continue supporting them through this war and 
beyond. We support the resumption of critical 
services and ensure a protective environment for 
internally displacement and refugee children. We 
will continue to call for principled and unimpeded 
humanitarian access and for an end to attacks on 
children and the infrastructure they rely on, including 
schools, hospitals and water and food infrastructure. 
UNICEF calls to avoid the use of schools or other 
facilities in this conflict and to stop the use of 
explosive weapons in populated areas, directly 
responsible for killing and maiming hundreds of 
children. Above all, we will continue to advocate for 
an end to hostilities. Children need an end to this 
war and sustained peace to regain their childhoods, 
return to normalcy and begin to heal and recover.

“



Results for children

Since the war broke out, UNICEF has 
significantly scaled up its direct delivery 
response in Ukraine, working with the existing 
government systems and key municipalities, 
United Nations agencies, and non-government 
and civil society organisations to ensure delivery 
of health, water and sanitation (WASH), child 
protection, education, social protection, and 
youth engagement. 

Across refugee host countries - Belarus, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Czech Republic, Greece, Hungary, 
Italy, Moldova, Montenegro, Poland, Romania, 
Serbia and Slovak Republic, we have signed a 
range of memorandums of understanding - and 
established numerous municipal and national 
partnerships. UNICEF is a recognized and 
trusted partner supporting national, municipal 
and local systems that deliver essential health, 
WASH, education and protection services in the 
face of increased needs and stretched systems. 
In addition, UNICEF is leveraging partnerships 
with a strong network of national committees, 
and new multi-country relationships with key 
networks such as the World Organization of the 
Scout Movement.

Working with partners, UNICEF has been able to 
provide life-saving health and medical supplies 

to nearly 4 million people in war-affected areas 
in Ukraine, and access to safe water for nearly 
3.5 million people in areas where networks 
have been damaged or destroyed. Our teams 
have provided access to formal and non-formal 
education  to over 760,000  children  in  the 
country. Together with our partners, we have 
reached over 1.7 million children and caregivers 
with mental health and psychosocial support. In 
refugee response countries, 320,000 children 
have accessed education, and 5.4 million 
people have been reached with life-saving 
messaging on their rights and access to critical 
services. forty UNICEF/UNHCR Blue Dots are 
also providing integrated services for affected 
families, having reached at least 234,000 
children and caregivers.

With your help, UNICEF is 
able to  ensure that critical 
services reach vulnerable 
children with support 
when they need it most. 
But our support does not 
stop there.
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HEALTH

EDUCATION

2022 RESULTSSECTOR INDICATOR % ACHIEVED

 4,136,898 118%

1,081,214 85%

352,193 76%

3,554,747 96%WASH

CROSS
SECTORAL

Number of children and women accessing primary health care in UNICEF-supported 
facilities

Number of children accessing formal or non-formal education, including early learning

Number of girls and boys benefiting from supplied education, Early Childhood Development
and recreation kits or learning materials

Number of people accessing a sufficient quantity of safe water for drinking and domestic 
needs 

14,855,560 83%Number of people reached through messaging on access to services 

298,389 39%
Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions through established 
feedback mechanisms

170,456 55%SOCIAL
PROTECTION

Number of households reached with UNICEF funded multi- purpose humanitarian 
cash transfers

1,870,580

2022 TARGET

 3,500,000  

1,273,400

464,700

3,700,000

17,961,280

756,225

311,150

2,177,710 86%

237,133956,600 25%

CHILD
PROTECTION

Number of children and caregivers accessing mental health and psychosocial support 

Number of women, girls and boys accessing GBV risk mitigation, prevention and/or 
response interventions

Programme Results at a Glance

UNICEF Response in Ukraine and Refugee Response 
Countries - Programme
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CHILD
PROTECTION

SUPPLIES ( AS 29TH OF AUGUST 2022)
QUANTITY OF SUPPLY

QUANTITY OF 
SUPPLY

VOLUME OF SUPPLY 
(METRIC TONS) 

VALUE OF SUPPLY ($) 

Including adolescent kits, early childhood 
development kits, masks, recreation kits. 2,577

2,946

16,173

77,387

293

124,937

108,236

1,360,923

1,267,020

8,169

2,853,612

6,183,264

23,739,605

17,445,336

1,099,223

Including adolescent kits, early childhood 
development kits, recreation kits, masks, 
and school supplies.

Including first aid kits, medical and 
surgical equipment, medical supplies, 
emergency food rations.

Including dignity kits, hygiene kits, 
water purification tablets.

Including UNICEF branded t-shirts, 
flak jackets, armbands, banners.

EDUCATION

HEALTH &
NUTRITION

WASH

OPERATIONS

To date, UNICEF received $55.9 million of life-saving supplies and placed purchase orders 
amounting to $88.7 million. A total of $58.6 million worth of supplies, majority of which have 
been dispatched to implementing partners and to in-country warehouses in Ukraine.

“Thanks to the generosity of many of our 
donors, these boxes will be reaching 
Ukraine families very very soon”

https://weshare.unicef.org/CS.aspx?VP3=SearchResult&VBID=2AMZVNTNTC5RG&RW=1280&RH=636#/SearchResult&VBID=2AMZVNTNTC5RG&RW=1280&RH=636&POPUPPN=1&POPUPIID=2AMZIF9BO1RW
https://weshare.unicef.org/CS.aspx?VP3=SearchResult&VBID=2AMZVNTNTC5RG&RW=1280&RH=636#/SearchResult&VBID=2AMZVNTNTC5RG&RW=1280&RH=636&POPUPPN=1&POPUPIID=2AMZIF9BO1RW


133,124

9,450,205

In Ukraine, UNICEF is working through a 
humanitarian zonal differentiated modality.

In Zone 1 (the eastern region), characterized 
by intense and sustained conflict and access 
constraints, rapid response teams and inter-agency 
humanitarian convoys are delivering services and 
support to millions of children and their families. 
UNICEF is ensuring that people who are displaced 
have access to essential supplies. Currently, 
UNICEF has pre-positioned 50 per cent (over 15,000 
metric tonnes) of its supplies worth $28 million 
to serve over 2.5 million internally displaced 
people. UNICEF staff are working in established 
partnerships with 13 frontline municipalities 
located near the hard- hit frontline, and essential 
supplies in Zaporizhzhia oblast, located near the 
hard- hit frontline, essential supplies for health, 
child protection issues, and water, sanitation and 
hygiene were dispatched reaching over 2,000 
vulnerable families and their children. 

In Zone 2 and 3, in the central and western parts 
which have little to no access challenges, UNICEF is 
using existing national systems and structures and 
engaging local authorities (regional, municipal) and 
14 Civil Society Organisations to deliver at scale. 
Thirteen mobile teams are supporting individual 
and group supervision for social service workers, 
helpline counselling and peer-to-peer support 
sessions.  Specialized services were provided to 
268 children with disabilities in seven western and 
central regions.  Around 38,000 beneficiaries in 
those regions were reached with information on 
how to access medical, educational and social 
services for children with developmental delays 
and disabilities and those with special education 
needs. In addition, UNICEF and partners are training 
social service professionals on how to manage 
child protection issues in a time of emergency. 

Across the three zones, through a network of 220 
indoor outdoor and mobile Spilnos, UNICEF is 
supporting the delivery of  integrated services to an 
average of 100 children and parents/caregivers 
every day.

1.3 M1

182,000

1.1 M 1

2,000

473,000 1

184,000

1.4 M 1

161,000

1.9 M1

254,000

667,000 1

 48,000 

DniproKropyvnytski

Zaporizhzhia

Kiev

Lviv

Vinnytsia

Donetsk

Luhansk

IDPs in Zone 1

IDPs in Zone 2

IDPs in Zone 3

100,000

1,000,000
750,000
500,000

UNICEF Spilno Spots

Spilno spots

IDPs

1-5

20-40
5-20

Spilno spots

31*

38*

1*

21* 7*

5*

8* 3*

Increase in IDPs since previous reporting period.

Decrease in IDPs since previous reporting period.

UNICEF’s scaled-up action for Ukrainian children

Spilno Spots 
Spilno spots are a network of child-friendly places 
located in Ukraine, in areas that have been severely 
affected by armed hostilities as well as major cities and 
sites for internally displaced people. Like the Blue Dot 
hubs in neighbouring countries, Spilnos are designed to 
be accessible to all, including children with disabilities.

A Spilno - which means “together” in Ukrainian - is 
a centre that brings a range of support and child 
protection services to children, such as mental health 
and psychosocial support, learning opportunities, first 
aid and referrals to health services, and registration 
for humanitarian cash assistance. Launched in March 
2022 with the Ministry of Social Policy, UNICEF now 
supports 150 outdoor and indoor Spilno spots and 70 
mobile Spilnos.
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3,987,013
children and women have had access to primary 
health care 

760,276
children have been able to access formal and 
non-formal education

households have received humanitarian cash transfers

1,711,128
children and caregivers have been able to access 
mental health support

people have been reached with life-saving messaging 
on their rights and access to critical services



Since 24 February, almost 4 million people in 
Ukraine have had access to primary health care 
thanks to supplies distributed by UNICEF and our 
partners. Our health and nutrition response has 
supported 911 health care facilities - including 
maternity houses and children’s hospitals - with 
critical midwifery, obstetrics, surgical, medical 
and first aid kits, diagnostic and treatment 
equipment as well as COVID-19 rapid antigen test 
kits. UNICEF supported 48,000 conflict-affected 
children and families living in shelters or hard-to-
access territories through access to mobile teams 
of doctors, nurses, and psychologists operating in 
18 oblasts (regions).

Working closely with the Ministry of Health, 
UNICEF helped prevent the collapse of 
immunization services and possible outbreaks of 
vaccine-preventable diseases. This included the 
procurement and delivery of 110,000 inactivated 
polio vaccine doses, 150,000 paediatric Hepatitis B 
vaccine doses, and 1 million rapid antigen tests 
for COVID-19. UNICEF’s nutrition response was 
strengthened through Nutrition Cluster leadership 
and the distribution of nutritional supplies for over 
21,000 children and their families.   
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Health and Nutrition
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Newborn baby Sofia wrapped in a portable infant warmer 
at Sumy’s Regional Perinatal Center. She needs a special 
temperature regime – and peace in her country.

“It was terrible to hide in 
basements. My baby bump had 
already shown and it was 
uncomfortable for me to live in 
such conditions.”

By the end of the year, UNICEF
plans to refurnish 50 hospital 
shelters in 10 regions.

Yulia hid from shelling in shelters for weeks while pregnant. 
Living in terror led to a premature delivery, with the sound of air 
raid sirens in the background. As premature babies can’t maintain 
their body temperature, they must be artificially supported with 
thermoregulation. UNICEF provides hospitals with portable infant 
warmers, especially important for rescued children and transported 
to bomb shelters who need these warming systems desperately. “I 
hope for [peace] so much and that my daughter will live her childhood, 
instead of being hidden in basements and bomb shelters.”

Thanks to the delivery of portable infant warmers, baby Sophia 
can sleep peacefully. The comfort and temperature of Sofia’s little 
body is maintained by a special infant warmer. UNICEF has already 
delivered the warmers to hospitals in Dnipro, Sumy, Pokrovsk and 
other Ukrainian cities, where doctors say they are critical.

“It’s a girl. People keep saying it’s a good sign, meaning 
that peace is going to come.”

THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT

3.9 MILLION
children and families were able to
access to primary healthcare

911 
healthcare facilities supported 

https://weshare.unicef.org/Share/kbt24a8b7d438e21hb2cuesm47uj1b0s
https://weshare.unicef.org/Share/kbt24a8b7d438e21hb2cuesm47uj1b0s


Child Protection

UNICEF has supported mental health and psychosocial 
interventions that have reached over 1,711,128  children 
and caregivers to help them deal with the distressing 
effects of war and displacement. A total of 66,480 
children  and  their  families  have  benefited  from 
specialized services through case management and 
referral to support services, and 80,867 women and 
children have so far been reached by UNICEF-supported 
gender-based violence prevention, risk mitigation and 
response services. Specific examples include 63 UNICEF-
supported rapid response multidisciplinary mobile teams 
reaching 300,474 children and adults with integrated 
psychosocial support, medical, legal and social services 
in western, central and eastern Ukraine. UNICEF 
provided 57,305 children and adults with information on 
gender-based violence, and prevention and mitigation of 
violence against children, while 3,512 children and 10,020 
adults benefited from services supported by UNICEF 
that address gender-based violence and violence against 
children. 

UNICEF has also supported the government to monitor 
and support children who were in different forms 
of alternative care at the start of the war. As a result, 
43,000 children of the 48,071 children placed in full-time 
residential care have been returned to biological families 
since the start of the war. UNICEF led a communication 
campaign to build capacity on the prevention of sexual 
exploitation and abuse, and a safe humanitarian response, 
that reached 181,314 views online.

PORUCH: a tower of strength for those in need

When war broke out, Maryana’s life changed overnight. She 
fled Kyiv, driving 15 hours straight to Europe alone with her 
son, without food or rest. Suddenly arriving in a foreign country 
sparked loneliness and anxiety. “I felt like I had nothing to rely on 
– even internal support, even myself. At the same time, I realized 
my full responsibility for myself, my son and my relatives,” she 
says.

Maryana tried to manage work, caring for her son and adapting 
to life in Germany, but it led to emotional burnout. She was 
struggling when she learned of PORUCH, a project that employs 
psychologists and specialists to provide mental health support to 
teenagers and their parents whose lives have been devastated 
and have fled the war. Maryana has learned how to deal with 
difficulties and stress with the techniques provided by them.
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Maryana with her 8-year-old son Mark.

‘When I learned the news about 
the war, I was shocked. I was 
such in a bad state because I 
couldn’t even cope with myself, 
while I had to give quality time 
to my child.”

Social Protection

1.7 MILLION
children and families have been supported with 
mental health and psychosocial interventions 

THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT

3.9 MILLION
children and families were able to
access to primary healthcare

911 
healthcare facilities supported 

http://eng.poruch.com.ua/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8UC323sbtnk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8UC323sbtnk


Evidence has proven that during an emergency, cash 
transfers are often more cost efficient and effective than 
distributing supplies. To complement Ukraine’s established 
national social protection system, UNICEF scaled up multi- 
purpose cash assistance operations. We provide cash 
assistance to families with three or more children and to 
families bringing up children with disabilities.

Since the beginning of the programme, UNICEF distributed 
$125 million worth of cash assistance which was used to 
cover 616,838 individuals living in 133,124 households. 
Children constituted 62 per cent of the individuals covered. 
Almost eight per cent or 44,174 of the targeted individuals 
had a disability. To achieve the above numbers, UNICEF 
distributed $125 million since the launch of the programme.

Social Protection

“We spent a month hiding 
from gunfire with little children.”
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Yulia Supereka holds her two-year-old daughter smiling. 
“I can only hope for a happier, safer future for my children,” 
she says. “The rest is yet to come. But we need peace.”

“This programme is about 
helping families in a crisis do 
what they believe is best for 
their children. No one is in a 
better position to decide how 
to get the most out of this 
support than a parent or 
guardian.” 

- Murat Sahin, UNICEF Ukraine 
Representative

“When you need help, you should knock on every 
door to get it.” Afraid for the future, one Ukrainian 
family gets a helping hand 

Yulia and her husband spent a month hiding from the shells and 
gunfire with their three daughters, including one-year old twins. They 
were petrified as food, medicine and diapers became harder and 
harder to find. “We had to survive somehow,” Yulia says. Risking the 
journey to Kyiv, days after they departed, the village was reduced to 
rubble. 

Today, the family is struggling financially. When friends helped Yulia 
discover UNICEF’s Spilno cash assistance programme, finally some 
reassurance arrived. Within five weeks of registration, she received 
the cash support to get by.

THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT

616,838
individuals received cash assistance 

from UNICEF. Of them,  62 PER CENT
were children, and  8 PER CENT were 
individuals with disability  

133,124
households were able to cover their 
basic needs, including food and clothing

https://weshare.unicef.org/archive/Afraid-for-the-future--one-Ukrainian-family-gets-a-helping-hand--Ukraine-16x9-MIX-unicef-logo-only-2AMZIF9ZQL9Z.html
https://weshare.unicef.org/archive/Afraid-for-the-future--one-Ukrainian-family-gets-a-helping-hand--Ukraine-16x9-MIX-unicef-logo-only-2AMZIF9ZQL9Z.html
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Education

UNICEF worked with the Ukraine Ministry of 
Education and Science to roll out the All-Ukrainian 
Online School for basic education with more 
than 443,000 registered users on the platform, 
including over 304,000 students and 114,000 
teachers. As a result, 760,276 Ukrainian children 
have  benefitted  from  formal  or  non-formal 
education through the All-Ukrainian School Online 
platform since the war started.

A total of 280,326 children have benefited from 
learning interventions with supplies such as those 
included in kits for early childhood development, 
recreation, and school-in-a-box provided by 
UNICEF. A total of 104,013 children accessed 
psychosocial support, social and emotional 
learning, and life-skills education through learning 
sessions conducted by 5,700 trained teachers 
and 4,000 trained volunteers at Spilno Child 
Spots and other locations. Over 360 teachers 
were trained in mental health and psychosocial 
support, and approaches to “learning through 
playing”, promoting early childhood social and 
emotional development. UNICEF supported more 
than 187,000 children to take the National Multi-
Subject Test (the framework of the university 
admission campaign 2022).
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On 16 August 2022 in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Mariia, 12, stands 
for a portrait amidst rubble in front of the school where 
she was to enter seventh grade in September. Much of 
the school was recently destroyed in an air strike, so Mari-
ia will now be studying online when classes resume.

“I’m walking here through
 broken glasses and  wrecked 
metal. The whole place
resembles more of a battlefield 
than a school”

Getting children back to school

“My school was hit about a month ago, in July. I don’t know 
why they bombed it,” says Mariia. “I thought COVID was bad, 
but this been the worst time of my life.” She says of the school, 
“I like my school because of the teachers who respect and love 
us and try to teach us a lot.” She continues, “I prefer studying 
at school because I have friends there and I enjoy seeing them 
and chatting with them. We also get to discuss a lot of things 
with the teachers even when we just meet in the corridor,” says 
Mariia, pictured above. When it comes to online learning, I like 
that I don’t need to rush anywhere. I can just get out of my bed, 
open my computer and start studying.”

THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT

760,276 CHILDREN
children in Ukraine were able to access 
formal and non-formal education 

280,326 CHILDREN
children received education 
supplies provided by UNICEF 

5,700
teachers in Ukraine received 
training in mental health and 
psychosocial support 

https://weshare.unicef.org/archive/Ukraine-James-Elder-Back-to-school-PTC-video-16x9-MIX-2AMZIF9WQB8I.html
https://weshare.unicef.org/archive/Ukraine-James-Elder-Back-to-school-PTC-video-16x9-MIX-2AMZIF9WQB8I.html


In countries that are hosting refugees from Ukraine, working with municipalities has been the 
cornerstone of the UNICEF response. UNICEF is fast-tracking its partnerships with governments, 
ministries, municipalities and implementing partners in health; water, sanitation and hygiene; child 
protection; education; social protection; social and behaviour change; and youth engagement. 
UNICEF builds foundations for policy, mutual engagement and advice in order to support national 
governments - strengthening national systems and capacities to protect refugee children, and help 
them with opportunities to learn and play. Through cross-country collaboration with governments 
and partners, 149,885 children and women have accessed primary health care; 73,363 people have 
been able to use safe and appropriate sanitary facilities; 50,000 children and 5,000 teachers have 
received psychosocial first aid and psychosocial support delivered by 70 trainers across six countries. 
UNCIEF supported the adoption and translation of the Bebbo Application - a free Early Childhood 
Education mobile app, available in Ukrainian and Russian, this has benefitted over 32,500 Ukrainian 
caregivers across Europe, including all refugee-hosting counties. Our work with civil society partners 
complements services, providing immediate relief and support, especially through our network of 40 
Blue Dot hubs in  in Bulgaria, Italy, Moldova, Poland, Romania, Czech Republic and Slovakia.

UNICEF’s response in refugee-hosting countries

children and women have 
had access to primary 
health care

 have been able to access mental health support

people have been reached with life-saving messaging 
on their rights and access to critical services

149,885
More than 

320,938
have been able to access formal and 
non-formal education

 159,452 children and caregivers 

5.4 MILLION 

households have
received humanitarian
cash transfers

people have been
able to use safe and
appropriate sanitary
facilities

37,332

73,363

UNICEF is supporting Ukraine’s children, their families and host 
communities in 13 countries 

CHILDREN

https://www.unicef.org/eca/what-are-blue-dots-hubs
https://www.unicef.org/eca/what-are-blue-dots-hubs
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Safe space, protection and support

“It is very important that all children who come to 
Bulgaria and in other countries, not to feel alone, to 
find their own place where to put their energy, to 
create.”

The  joint  UNICEF  and  UNHCR  Blue  Dot 
hubs have provided a range of integrated 
services including child protection support, child 
identification and family reunification, mental 
health and psychosocial support, and a means 
to services related to education; health; water, 
sanitation and hygiene; and justice.

Across the Blue Dot hubs, UNICEF has provided 
support and personal supervision to frontline 
officers, working on issues such as helping 
refugee children who are unaccompanied, 
dealing with incidents of violence against children 
or human trafficking, and handling the rights 
and  obligations  of  refugees  with  temporary 
protection. For example, working with the Lublin 
municipality in Poland, UNICEF provided 15,000 
children and parents with mental health and 
psychosocial support activities and helped train 
over 100 social service professionals at the Hub 
Wspolnie Spilno. In the Slovak Republic, four 
UNICEF-UNHCR Blue Dots were established, 
providing over 32,000 children and their 
caregivers with mental health and psychosocial 
support services, and over 7,000 children with 
multi-sectoral services. In Bulgaria, UNICEF-
supported child protection interventions have 
reached 24,540 children and adults, including 
7,362 children and 17,178 caregivers reached 
with mental health and psychosocial support and 
gender-based violence mitigation response, and 
information on prevention and access to services.

In Belarus, more than 20 psychologists, social 
pedagogues and specialists gained understanding 
and skills on specialized services in health, social 
welfare, and justice with  UNICEF  support,  

psychologists from local communities were 
engaged to provide psychosocial support to 60 
refugee children and 30 parents.
 
In Moldova, UNICEF and partners provided 
31,230 refugees and affected host communities 
with access to safe WASH services at two Blue 
Dot centres. In Serbia, UNICEF distributed 
hygiene items, including 91,500 baby diapers for 
refugees and migrants.

THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT

91,500 
baby diapers provided for refugees and 
migrants in Moldova

40 Blue Dots reached at least
234,000 children and caregivers with 
integrated services.cilities supported 

50,000 children and 5,000 teachers 
were reached with  psychosocial first aid and 
psychosocial support

Established

Planned*

40 11PlannedEstablished

BLUE DOTS

Moldova

Romania
18

48
Bulgaria

6
Italy

2

Poland
512

Slovakia
4

Czech 
Republic 

1

https://unicef.sharepoint.com/:v:/t/BGR-CloudShare/EcRj9QzYYDJIqblN6jp0NyMBPnJyE1Xk-EV8dr2K3-HHBA?e=cjtT4e
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/:v:/t/BGR-CloudShare/EcRj9QzYYDJIqblN6jp0NyMBPnJyE1Xk-EV8dr2K3-HHBA?e=cjtT4e
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UNICEF, Ministries of Health and other independent 
partners  in  refugee-response  countries  ensured 
greater access to quality and inclusive primary health 
care services. This aided 35,800 children and women 
in the Slovak Republic with access to primary health 
care services and counselling on Infant and Young Child 
Feeding; 38,000 parents and caregivers in Romania;  
60,000 refugees with increased access to health care 
services in the Czech Republic; supported health 
services for 2,000 refugees

in six cities in Romania; and supported 396 children in 
the Slovak Republic.

UNICEF-UNHCR Blue Dots have provided First Aid Kits 
and other essential items to around 100,000 people in 
Poland. UNICEF has procured hygienic products for 26 
residential institutions and 300 vulnerable families in 
Moldova, while also training 50 per cent of family doctors 
in Moldova on  routine  immunization  for  refugee 
children resulting in 10,000 refugee children and women 
reached with health services.

UNICEF procured 50,000 auto-disabled syringes for 
child vaccination programmes in Poland and is procuring 
hundreds of thousands of vaccines doses to support the 
on-going vaccination campaign.

Health & Nutrition

On 2 June 2022, a UNICEF staff member carries a box of 
UNICEF supplies stored at a warehouse in Rzeszow, Poland. 
UNICEF supplies items such as COVID-19 test kits and first 
aid kits. In May, 50,000 IPV vaccines (polio) were delivered 
and Hepatitis A vaccines are on the way.

Almost 26,000 households, benefitted from the joint 
UNHCR-UNICEF  cash  assistance  programme  in 
Moldova, which provides cash assistance of $120 per 
person per month. The programme, now in its fourth 
round of transfers, has reached 67,279 individuals to 
date with distributions totalling $23,207,040 and plans 
to disburse $45 million by the end of 2023.

In the Slovak Republic, UNICEF together with 
UNHCR and IFRC has been delivering monthly cash 
assistance to Ukrainian refugee families since June 
2022. UNICEF so far distributed cash assistance 
to over 10,445 families, corresponding to 22,568 
individuals. Depending on their composition, each 
household can receive from EUR80 to EUR380. In 
addition, in cooperation with International Organization 
of Migration, UNICEF has been supporting families or 
carers of Ukrainian children with disabilities or specific 
needs (children who require care on a constant 
basis) by providing additional financial support of the 
equivalent of $508 a month. So far, 147 carers have 
been enrolled in the Carer’s Grant Cash assistance 
programme. Working with outreach mechanisms, 
UNICEF conducts eligibility assessments for around 
80 new beneficiaries each month. 

The creation of a Cash Working Group ensuring 
alignment to the Bulgarian government’s social 
protection schemes has ensured the provision of one-
off emergency cash assistance of US$191 to 35,960  
Ukrainian refugees with Temporary Protection.

In Poland, preliminary discussions were held with 
national and subnational authorities to define key 
programmatic needs and gaps to integrate a refugee 
child caseload into the national social protection 
system. UNICEF and the Ministry of Family and Social 
Policy have reached initial agreement on the support 
to the child benefit to refugee children with a total of 
$20 million and a reach of around 180,000 children. 
In addition, agreements with municipalities include 
a social protection component (cash and in-kind) 
for vulnerable families and children such as children 
placed with temporary guardians, children with 
disabilities, caregivers with more than three children. 
A total of 10,000 households are targeted for support 
via municipalities.

616,838
individuals reached with 
humanitarian cash assistance

Social Protection

149,885 children and women have accessed 
primary health care

159,452 children and caregivers have accessed 
mental health and psychosocial support

2,640 health professionals have been trained in 
mental health and psychosocial support, emergency 
care and infant and young child feeding



In neighbouring countries hosting Ukrainians 
fleeing  the  war,  UNICEF  supported  host 
governments and municipalities to enrol children 
in national school systems, including daycares, 
nurseries and pre-schools, ensuring over 320,938 
children access formal (in school) or non-formal 
(such as in a subway station) education, including 
early learning. So far, UNICEF has provided 71,867 
children with learning materials. We supported 
teachers and education staff with professional 
development on mental health and psychosocial 
support, play-based learning instructions and 
multi-cultural competencies to make learning 
settings inclusive, safe and welcoming for all.

As of 26 August 2022, 15 memorandums of
understanding have been signed with national 
and  local  education.  

These  partnerships within  municipalities  and  
communities  help to  strengthen  existing  national  
systems  by providing technical support, bringing 
expertise to niche areas such as education 
integration and adaptation, early learning and 
development, mental  health,  adolescent  
engagement  and child protection, integrating 
digital learning when appropriate, as well as 
issues of language and cultural  orientation. These  
partnerships  have resulted in the enrolment of 
182,000 Ukrainian refugee children in the Polish 
education system along with access to early 
childhood education for 30,000 children. UNICEF 
supported the Ministry of Education and Research 
to include refugees in the national education 
system, assisting 26,699 refugee learners with 
non-formal education and early learning activities 
in Moldova. Similarly in the Slovak Republic 
over 21,700 children accessed formal or non-
formal education, including early learning due to 
UNICEF government partnerships.

Limited space in existing daycares and pre-
schools in  Poland,  Moldova,  Romania,  
Bulgaria  and Slovakia led UNICEF to partner 
with municipalities and civil society organizations 
to establish 60 play and learning hubs that 
reached at least 600 children and 532 parents 
and caregivers, with plans for operating an 
additional 35 in August. Play and learning hubs 
serve three crucial needs: they provide young 
children with play, early learning, socialization,  
and  development  opportunities; establish  a  
sense  of  routine,  stability,  and normalcy where 
mothers can leave their young children while they 
look for work; and serve as parenting-support 
centers, where practical tips and information are 
shared with mothers.
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1 August 2022, UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Priyanka 
Chopra Jonas and children at an education and 
development hub established in partnership with the city 
Warsaw, Poland. The hub provides refugee children a safe 
space to study, attend online classes and do homework; 
attend Polish language classes; receive mental health and 
psychosocial support; and engage with peers. Presently, 
1,170 children have benefitted from services provided by 
the hub.
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Education

THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT

        320,938
children have accessed formal 
and non-formal education

        71,867 
children have received 
individual learning materials

       15 
memorandums of understanding signed 
with national and local education authorities
to scale up education response
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Ukraine and refugee-hosting countries cross 
cutting response

In July 2022, working with the World Organization 
of Scout Movements, UNICEF supported over 
17,000 Ukrainians, including 13,281 children 
and youth, from Poland, Hungary, Moldova, 
Ukraine, Lithuania, Latvia, Romania, Czech 
Republic and Slovakia. In addition, over 90 
summer camps and jamborees were organized by 
the Scout Movement, engaging children in these 
countries. In Poland, summer activities launched 
with government, municipalities and civil society 
organisations reached around 100,000 children 
to support their integration, Polish language 
skills and well-being. Complementary food 
was also provided to over 51,000 adolescents. 
UNICEF partnered with the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
International Award Foundation to pilot a multi-
country project in Slovakia, the Czech Republic 
and Romania with the aim to reach 40,000 
young people, including 22,000 refugees from 
Ukraine who are 14 to 24 years old. UNICEF 
supported adolescent mobile teams of youth 
workers reached 10,000 refugees and Moldovan 
adolescents.

After fleeing Mariupol, a law student heals by 
helping others

Violetta, a young law student who escaped the horrors 
of Mariupol, draws from her experience to help others 
who have fled their home. Violetta used to work in a legal 
clinic that she and her friends opened after taking part 
in UNICEF’s UPSHIFT programme, which empowers 
young people with social and entrepreneurial skills.

Today, she pulls on a yellow and blue vest and 
volunteers at the city’s support centre, helping those 
displaced address legal issues and queries. UPSHIFT 
is a collaborative effort whereby UNICEF coordinates 
global, regional, and country level partnerships, from 
the private sector, government, and civil society, 
with young people at the heart of the design and 
implementation process.

Adolescent development and participation

Violetta, 21 years old from Mariupol, is a UNICEF- 
supported legal volunteer. She now consults at a 
support centre for internally displaced people in 
Zaporizhzhia, where she helps refugees from Mariupol 
address legal issues and queries.

In Ukraine, UNICEF continued to maintain the 
operational capacity of the national hotline on 
humanitarian cash assistance. In addition, the 
feedback mechanism at Spilno Child Spots and 
a digital feedback form on the UNICEF website 
are available to beneficiaries. UNICEF’s social 
listening mechanisms continued informing 
messaging and decision-making, including at the 
Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education 
and Science. Among other products, a social 
listening report on how caregivers perceived the 
start of the new school year has been produced 
and internally distributed.

In refugee-response countries, U-Report Europe 
continued connecting young refugees and their 
families to information about their rights and 
services in host countries. Since its launch on
1 June 2022, the platform has grown to 10,696 
U-Reporters from Poland, Ukraine, Germany, 
Czech Republic, Italy, United Kingdom and France.

 

Social and Behaviour Change and Accountability to 
Affected Population

100,000 
children supported to integrate 
in Poland

5.4 million people have been reached 
with life-saving messaging on access to critical 
services and information on their rights.
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As the war continues, please stay with us as we 
renew our commitment to stay and deliver.
This year, in partnership with the government and civil society in Ukraine, UNICEF plans to reach 
at least 6.7 million people, including 2.8 million children with our holistic humanitarian response 
– focused on strengthening the systems that support children’s health, education and protection. 
We work to ensure that all children – whether trapped in active conflict areas, displaced within the 
country, or living as refugees – have equitable access to services. Our response and recovery efforts 
reach the most vulnerable children, such as children in institutional care and those with disabilities.

Thanks to the generosity of our supporters, children and families affected by the war in Ukraine 
have received critical support in complex and challenging times. But more support is needed, 
especially with the winter months ahead. As hostilities continue unabated and with predictions 
of the harshest winter on record ahead for the children in Ukraine, there are significant concerns 
for children’s survival. Due to damage and destruction of homes, and the overall lack of access to 
electricity and oil, families will struggle to heat their homes or have adequate shelter. Winter planning 
is ongoing to ensure sufficient resources to respond in high-priority areas. Planning is considering 
regions where temperatures fall below freezing, where winter season risks are high and where sector-
specific vulnerabilities are acute, and where people are underserved. Timely and flexible funding is 
needed to support preparedness for the piercing cold that lies ahead.

Funding Needs
Ongoing fundraising campaigns by UNICEF National Committees and UNICEF country offices have 
generated timely and flexible support from the private sector including from corporate partners, 
foundations, philanthropy partners and individual donors, with actual private sector funds already 
remitted amounting to $617.9 million. Private sector support has been unprecedented with donations 
from over 719 businesses, 213 philanthropy partners, 119 foundations and a large base of individual 
donors across over 24 countries.

UNICEF expresses its sincerest gratitude to all private 
donors for the generous contributions received.

We need your continued support.

While many of these challenges may seem unsurmountable, with the most 
rapid mobilization of international assistance on record, we have seen what is 
possible when we come together in solidarity and partnership. The support we 
have seen thus far for the ongoing Ukraine emergency has demonstrated
the type of humanitarian response that is needed and it must continue for the 
children of Ukraine.

Investing in UNICEF’s Ukraine Appeal enables us to stay prepared and respond 
flexibly, swiftly and efficiently to save lives – whenever and wherever it is 
needed. In September 2022, UNICEF will share the revised Humanitarian Action 
for Children (HAC) appeal that will consider futher programmatic response and 
winterisation needs. 

Together, we can save lives


